Recent insights into brainstem mechanisms underlying craniofacial pain.
This article briefly highlights some of the recent advances in knowledge of the neural processes underlying pain in the face and mouth. It particularly focuses on those mechanisms operating in the brainstem that are involved in the transmission and modulation of nociceptive signals and that reveal a remarkable degree of plasticity following injury or inflammation of craniofacial tissues. Insights into these processes hold promise of the development of new or improved therapeutic procedures for the relief of pain.